Teacher training courses
There are a variety of routes into teaching, from a
structured teaching qualification such as a PGCE
course, to School Direct courses and TeachFirst,
allowing individuals to work within a school whilst
training to become a teacher.

Want to find out about
courses in York?

This document highlights the routes for:
•

PGCE Courses

•

School Direct Courses

visit www.higheryork.org

General Information
Entry requirements
You need to have a UK degree (or equivalent) if you
want to take a Post Graduate Certificate of Education
(PGCE) course.
If you wish to teach secondary education your degree
course must relate closely to the subject you wish to
teach.
You need to have GCSEs in Maths and English (and
Science if you wish to teach primary or Key Stages
2/3). Some PGCE providers will accept recognised
equivalents to GCSEs. You should contact the
providers directly to find out more information about
this.
Recent experience in the classroom is essential,
whether the work is voluntary or paid. Your
experiences will also help you to speak with authority
on why you want to be a teacher at interview.

Any questions relating to entry requirements for PGCE
programmes should be directed to the university or
college delivering the course.
Tips for completing your UCAS application form
In your personal statement make sure you address
the question ‘why teaching?’, and if you’re a mature
applicant you will also need to answer the question
‘why teaching now?’.
If your referee doesn’t know what you’ve been doing
for the last five years, contact them and let them know
so they can write an informed reference.
For more information about applying , visit the UCAS
website: www.ucas.com/teacher-training.

You must also complete your professional skills tests
prior to taking up your place.
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Tips for your interview
Read your interview letter carefully and make sure you
know exactly where you need to be and when. You
should also find out what you need to bring on the day
e.g. examination certificates, proof of identity.
You will be expected to have an informed view on
some of the current topics within education (read the
Times Educational Supplement or another broadsheet
educational supplement regularly).
Look again at the course you’re applying for and see
what is required on top of academic qualifications.
This could include the ability to express yourself
clearly, a sense of humour and team work skills, the
creative arts and IT.
Re-read your application form and think about what
questions you may be asked about it. Think about:
• Your reasons for wanting to be a teacher;
• The experience you have had with children/young
people in schools;
• What personal qualities make you suited to
teaching;
• The importance of your degree subject to
education (particularly secondary applicants);
• Your opinions on current educational issues;
• Questions you want to ask about the course, for
instance those relating to assessments or school
experience placements.
During the interview you will need to convince your
interviewer that you have the qualities they are
looking for. These include:
• A commitment to, and understanding of, primary
or secondary education and the role of the
teacher;
• Good personal, intellectual and communication
skills;
• A positive attitude towards children and young
people;
• An enthusiasm for, and understanding of, your
subject(s) and teaching in general;
• Clear and accurate spoken and written English.

PGCE courses in York
York St John University
York St John University offers the Primary PGCE and
the Secondary Religious Education PGCE.
Visit the York St John University website for further
details: www.yorksj.ac.uk/pgce.
University of York
The University of York offers the following core 		
Secondary PGCE programmes:
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Maths
• Modern Foreign Languages (French, German,
Spanish)
• Physics.
Visit the University of York’s website for further details:
www.york.ac.uk/pgce.
A wider range of subjects are offered via both
universities’ School Direct alliances. Further details
about these are provided below.		
York College
York College offers a full-time and part-time Lifelong
Learning PGCE, as well as training for STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering or Maths) graduates to
become Maths teachers in the further education (FE)
sector.

Want to know more
about Open Days?

Visit the York College website for further details
(www.yorkcollege.ac.uk) or call the InfoZone on
01904 770400.
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School direct courses
These programmes offer students places in some
of the best primary and secondary schools across
England, generally lasting for one year. Successful
completion of the course leads to the award of
qualified teacher status (QTS), and the programmes
offered by York St John University and the University
of York also include a postgraduate certificate in
education (PGCE).

University of York
The University of York works with the Pathfinder
Teaching School Alliance to provide Seconary School
Direct training.
More information is available on their website at:
www.york.ac.uk/pgce

There are two routes into the programme:
• School Direct Training programme (tax-free
bursaries and scholarships are available to
support you whilst you train)
•

School Direct Training Programme with a
Salary (this is an employment-based route
for graduates with at least three years’ work
experience).

York St John University
York St John University offers Primary and Secondary
School Direct programmes and works with several
partnerships to provide School Direct training:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Calderdale Teaching School Alliance
Dale Teaching School Alliance
Ebor Teaching School Alliance
Esk Valley Alliance
Leading Learning Forward Teaching School
Alliance
Middlesbrough Schools’ Teaching Alliance
Pathfinder Teaching School Alliance
Red Kit Teaching School Alliance
St George’s Alliance
White Rose Alliance

For more information about York St John’s School
Direct programmes, visit their website:
www.yorksj.ac.uk/education--theology/faculty-ofetrs/our-departments/school-direct.aspx

Useful websites
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk
The Get into Teaching website contains information
relating to all aspects of a career in teaching. This
includes the latest information on the education/
training required to enter the profession as well as tips
on writing your personal statement and attending an
interview for a PGCE course.
www.ucas.com/teacher-training
The UCAS website is where you need to apply online
for PGCE and School Direct courses. The site also has
a searchable database of all PGCE and School Direct
courses.

or contact:
Valerie Burfield, Programme Administrator
01904 876865, email schooldirect@yorksj.ac.uk.
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